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to the Emperor; they swore -more particularly to
A.D.962. abandon all connexion with Berengar and
of the virgin, his son. The oath was taken on the body
of St. Peter.

Yet no sooner had the Emperor returned to Pavia,
than the perfidious John, finding that he had unwarily
Treachery of introduced a master instead of an obsequious
the pope. Q]]^ began to enter into correspondence with
Adalbert, who, driven from every Italian city, had found
refuge with the Saracens. Kumours of this treason
reached the Emperor. The noble German would not
believe the monstrous perfidy; he sent some trustworthy
officers to inquire into the truth; they returned with a
fearful list of crimes, of license, and cruelty with which
the son of Alberic, who seems entirely to have sunk the
character of Pope in that of the young warlike, secular
prince, was charged by the unanimous voice of Eonie.
The Emperor calmly replied, that the Pope
was young, the counsel and example of good
men would soon work a change. In the mean time
Otho proceeded to besiege first Queen Willa in the
castle San Giulio in the island of the Lago di Garda,
then Berengar in his strong fortress of Monte Leone
near Montefeltro.

The Pope sent two legates to the camp of Otho to
promise amendment, but at the same time boldly re-
criminated on the Emperor, as having infringed on his
part the solemn treaty. He had seized two of the
Pope's vassals, and compelled them to swear allegiance
to himself. ISTor had he restored, as he had sworn, the
dominions of the Pope. Otho condescended to reply
that these men had been seized at Capua, on a mission
to Constantinople, hostile to him; that at the same time
others had been taken, who on pretence of a religious